Should the pope get involved in American politics?

No, the pope should not get involved in the politics of any country.
However, politics often intersects with religious concerns and particularly
gospel values. When this occurs, the Holy Father has a responsibility to
preach the gospel and defend the values the gospel teaches, even when
it might sound political. He pronounces and teaches the values of the
gospel, regardless of what nation or politician might feel confronted or
challenged by what he teaches.

What often happens is, when politicians find themselves in conflict
with the gospel values the pope is teaching, they choose to say, “The
pope has no business in our politics,” instead of listening. Completely
understandable, at least from one perspective, but probably also
disingenuous from another perspective. Politicians are fully aware of what is being proclaimed and why it is being
proclaimed but choose not to listen. That, too, is completely understandable, if regrettable. One has to think only
of the scribes and the Pharisees, and more particularly the high priest, who said, “Consider that it is better for you
that one man should die instead of the people, so that the whole nation may not perish” (John 11:50).

Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?

Go to DearPadre.org to send your question and to learn more about Dear Padre.
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A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV

Because of the Jewish roots of Christianity, all
Christians have a special relationship with Judaism....
The theological dialogue between Christians and
Jews remains ever important and close to my heart.
Even in these difficult times, marked by conflicts and
misunderstandings, it is necessary to continue the
momentum of this precious dialogue of ours.

o I
=
o
x
W
o
]
&
@
=
o
E
5
o
Oy

ADDRESS, ROME, MAY 19, 2025

corporation, is an apostolate of the Redemptorists. To learn more about the Redemptorists, visit Redemptorists.com. No part of this work may be used in any form without the prior
written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from The New American Bible, Revised Edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian

ra . o Catholic. Pastoral. Trusted. © 2025 Liguori Publications. /mprimi Potest: Fr. Kevin Zubel, CSsR, Provincial, Denver Province, the Redemptorists. Liguori Publications, a nonprofit
ALiguori
S
IS A Redemptorist Ministry Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. All Rights Reserved. Printed in USA. Visit Liguori.org or call 800-325-9521.

HDOOLS¥ILLINHS / dd3 1DONEOJVI OUVIN

November 9, 2025

Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12 / 1 Corinthians 3:9c-11, 16-17 / John 2:13-22

The Body of Christ on Parade

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

inging together during the distribution of
s holy Communion is one way of expressing
the reality that we are one in the Eucharist,
the Body of Christ. | once was taught to pray quietly
during this time. If I'm honest, however, what | find
myself doing after | return to my pew is watching
others process past as they return from receiving

Communion. They are a parade of holiness on the way.

They are the longtime parishioners who have been
making their way back to their pews in this way for
decades—some now using walkers or canes, others
with a bit of a slow hobble. There are teenagers, too.
Some, from the expressions on their faces, look like
their parents made them come, while others look

-

/

impressively prayerful. Young parents, too, caring for a
new baby in their arms, and another couple holding a
two-year-old’s hand as he tugs to escape and be free.
And middle-aged single people, now halfway through
this life’s journey. Young couples, as well, those just
married or engaged and so obviously in love, but also
widows and widowers longing for the love they once
knew. All of these are the body of Christ, the very
temple of God built upon the foundation that is Christ
Jesus, as Paul notes so well. This is why | watch them
processing back to their pews. This, too, is prayer.

How do I pray after I’'ve received holy Communion?

Y L_ B
Do you not know that you
are the temple of God,

and that the Spirit of God
dwells in you?

1 CORINTHIANS 3:16

'
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"We at St. Mary & Joseph Parishes strive for a &5
deeper encounter with Jesus Christ through RS
Scripture and Sacraments, form missionary

disciples, and send them forth to transform the

world."

The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

Our Three-Parish Cluster

Sts. Mary and Joseph Catholic Churches

Lone Tree, Nichols and Hills

November 9, 2025

Church of St. Mary, 201 Short Street, Box B, Nichols, Iowa, 52766 319-330-5324
est Jayne Street, Box 416, Lone Tree, Iowa, 52755 319-629-4225
St. Joseph Church, 209 Brady Street, PO Box 187, Hills, Iowa, 52235 319-679-2271

St. Mary Church, 216

209 Brady Street, P.

Sts. Mary and(goseph Cluster Parish Office
. Box 187 Hills, Iowa 52235-0187

Father David Paintsil, Pastor; 319-679-2271; email: paintsild@diodav.org

Mrs. Carol Kaalberg, Pastoral Associate; 319-330-5324; email: kaalbergc@diodav.org
Lora Sieverding, Administrative Assistant & Bookkeeper; hillsstjosephfin@diodav.org
Nancy Waldschmidt, Director of Faith Formation; 319-331-2077; email: nwaldschmidt@gwaea.org
Cluster Website: stsmaryjoseph.com Cluster Facebook: www.facebook.com/stsmaryandjoseph
Rev. Lou Leonhardt (retired priest); PO Box 454, Lone Tree, IA 52755

319-629-4339
Bulletin deadline: 10am Tuesday. Contact Carol Kaalberg, 319-330-5324 or Lora Sieverding, 319-530-5560

Hills Church entry: Lora Sieverding, 319-530-5560 or Judy Stebral, 319-331-8727

Music Ministry: St. Joseph, Hills: Lily Westemeyer, Robynn Anderson.
Church of St. Mary, Nichols: Jean Mengel and Rhonda Meredith

St. Mary, Lone Tree: Steve Moore.
St. Joseph Prayer Line: Lucille Duwa 679-2404; Joan Gringer 679-2406
Church of St. Mary, Nichols Prayer Line: Carol Kaalberg, 319-330-5324
St. Mary, Lone Tree Prayer Line: Nancy Ford, 319-430-0882

Cluster Mass Intentions November 8 to November 16, 2025

Saturday November 8  4:00 PM Lone Tree  Norma & Luther Hartley
Sunday November9  8:00 AM  Nichols Leo & Lyla Truesdale

10:00 AM Hills Bernie Prybil
Monday November 10 8:00 AM  Lone Tree R Rosella Attig
Tuesday November 11 8:00 AM Lone Tree R Rosella Attig

8:30 AM  Atrium Ellen Coan

10:00 AM PP CC Cluster Parishioners
Wednesday November 12 8:00 AM Lone Tree R Ruth Squiers

8:30 AM  Atrium Patricia Greubel
Thursday November 13 8:30 AM  Atrium Kathy Fortune

10:00 AM PPCC Darlene Sieren
Friday November 14 8:30 AM  Atrium Kevin Mahanna
Saturday November 15 4:00 PM Lone Tree  Paul Yedlik
Sunday November 16 8:00 AM  Nichols LeRoy Truesdale

10:00 AM Hills Veva Jenn

Atrium , Atrium Village Chapel,
Atrium Village, Hills.

PP CC, Pioneer Park Care Center
located at Pioneer Park Villa,
Lone Tree.

Lone Tree R, St. Mary Rectory in
Lone Tree.

Confession Schedule
Father David is available to
hear confessions before
Mass at these times:

St. Mary, Lone Tree

Saturday 3:30 to 3:50 pm

Church of St. Mary Nichols

Sunday 7:30 to 7:50 am

St. Joseph, Hills

Sunday 9:30 to 9:50 am

Let ws come to necoucile to God
and othens!
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Comments from Father David Paintsil:

WELCOME BACK
FATHER DAVID!

The lowa weather got colder while you
were away, but we WARMLY welcome you
back home to your parish family! We are
so glad to have you back safely in lowal!
We hope you are getting over your jet lag and anxiously look forward to your comments

in next week’s bulletin!

November Meeting — Transformation & Gifts

Sunday, November 16 at 3 pm at St. Joseph Hills.

Our meeting theme is Transformation & Gifts.

Please bring some snacks to share!
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November 9, 2025 November 9, 2025
s Liturgical Ministers—Lone Tree St. Mar Saturday 4:00 pm Cycle C Readin
Bible Study g Y vy v g
i i i i g : . . . . . .
Bible StUdy will meet November 12 & 26 at Atrium Villa e 2nd ﬂ_oor StUdy/_Iounge at6 30 PM 11/08/2025 Fr. David | 11/15/2025 Fr. David 11/22/2025 Fr. David 11/29/2025 Fr. David Lone Tree Parish Support
Contact Melody Hobert-Mellecker—319-936-3287, call or text — if you are interested, or just come! , _ —
Greeter Barb Dinsmore Betty Gerot Bernie Lorack irginia Schlapkohl Envelopes $1,375.00
Lector Vill Welter lerry Ford ITrudi Westfall ISherry Nicola Offertory $56.00
SUppOf't The 25-26 Annual Diocesan Appea| Cross Bearer oel Yedlik Glen Gerot Maggie Anderson Uerry Ford CCHD $20.00
. Servers ill Welter erry Ford [Trudi Westfall/Maggie Anderson [Sherry Nicola Religious Ed $30.00
SR RLELY Parish Goals:
Eucharist ISherry Nicola Nancy Ford ITrudi Westfall Nancy Ford Catholic U $20.00
. _ o,
Hills 511'405'00 Pledged to date' $5'425 (476A) of goal)' Eucharist Paula Moore lerry Ford Paula Moore Sherry Nicola Newman Center |$20.00
- o,
Lone Tree = $10' 670.00 ... PIedged to date' 58'233 (776 of goal)' Collection oel Yedlik IGlen Gerot Uoel Yedlik Uerry Ford ACH $245.00
Nichols= 58,114.00 PlE‘dgEd to date, 57,8887 (97% of goal). Mary Ellen Yedlik Betty Gerot Mary Ellen Yedlik Nancy Ford
Gifts loel, Mary Ellen Yedlik |Glen, Betty Gerot lUoel & Mary Ellen Yedlik lerry & Nancy Ford
Commentator |Jill Welter Jerry Ford Trudi Westfall Sherry Nicola
Liturgical Ministers—Nichols Church of St. Mary  Sunday 8:00 am Cycle C Reading
BELOVED DECEASED
Names are now needed for 11/09/2025 Fr. Lou 11/16/2025 Fr. Lou | 11/23/2025 Fr. David 11/30/2025 Fr. David Nichols Parish Support
“"
R BOOk”Of QU Beloved For the fall themed Greeter Bruce & Margaret Matt _ [Bruce & Margaret Matt [Bruce & Margaret Matt |Bruce & Margaret Matt Envelopes $785.00
Deceased.” Each church
has a book by the altar aItar decorations at Lector Missy Lenz ITrudi Westfall Renetta Burlage Carol Kaalberg Offertory $81.00
i Cross Bearer [Adam Gauger David Ollendick Michael Burlage Dennis Truesdale ACH $250.00
Please write your names Lone Tree!
for prayer during the Server Carol Kaalberg [Trudi Westfall Carol Kaalberg Carol Kaalberg
month of November. Eucharist Missy Lenz Missy Lenz IAdam Gauger Missy Lenz
Eucharist Carol Kaalberg ITrudi Westfall Carol Kaalberg Carol Kaalberg
Collection IAdam Gauger David Ollendick Uoe Harper IAdam Gauger
Kory Kaalberg Dennis Truesdale Dennis Truesdale Kory Kaalberg
Gifts Uulia Elder IAdam Gauger ITom & Margaret Gouger |Rose & Joe Harper
' S rV i n g ICommentator [Carol Kaalberg [Trudi Westfall Carol Kaalberg Carol Kaalberg
e thOSC g Liturgical Ministers—Hills St. Joseph Sunday 10:00 am Cycle C Reading
whoS
e rve 11/09/2025 Fr. David | 11/16/2025 Fr. David 11/23/2025 Fr. David 11/30/2025 Fr. David Hills Parish Support
4 Triennial National 90||e§tl(_)ﬂ i Music Ministry [Robynn Anderson Lily Westemyer Choir Choir & Lily Westemyer Envelopes $430.00
for the Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA
Greeter udy Stebral Marcia Mellecker lim & Marylnn Mills lim & Hope Frantz Offertory $127.00
D i d Y u K n ? * Programs and services readily available:in-other 1.S. Lector loyce Gauger oyce Gauger Bob Jenn Bob Jenn All Saints $75.00
O O ' ' g dioceses, and Vil"_‘_l ‘m the men, “im"_""' and ,Cl]lldrél1 Server Emy Rivera/Wendy Berry [Emy Rivera/Wendy Berry lean Burr/Messi Akodegnon [Mike Sieverding Military $62.00
served by the AMS, include Evangelization and Catechesis,
Eucharist -host [lolene Van Eschan Jolene Van Eschan Deanne Eden Carol Kirkpatrick IACH $948.00

Sacramental Records, Tribunal, Vocations, and the pastoral

* Without the AMS there would be no Catholic chaplains.

The AMS is the only Catholic diocese in the United care of Veterans. A Eucharist - cup  [Arlene Johnston Kay Evans Carol Kirkpatrick Deanne Eden
:.lll(::nn:ll:::l\:nl:ll: JIF:; é?‘ig?g‘ipf:;:i;['z} :;::m:: . '|th AMS Co-Sponsored Scminariarf Progm‘m is the only s“pp"m [.he Nat'“nal Eucharist - cup _[Mike Sieverding Arlene Johnston Arlene Johnston Emy Rivera
Affairs Medical Centers. U.S. Vocations Program that provides priests to serve c“"eu“n“ IudaY! (Collection Lora Sieverding Uean Burr Jim Mills Uim Frantz
as military chaplains, and also to serve in parishes and 2 3 ; Mike Sieverding noumou Akodegon aryinn Mills Hope Frantz
* AMS faithful are the men and women serving in the dioceses across the country that struggle with their own ww.mlarch.urg/na(lnnal-colleetm [Family of John & Darlene
United $mtcs Arnu-(jl Forces, enrolled in U.S. N1ilit:lr}" critical shortage of ministers. Gifts Family of Bernie Prybil  [Family of Veva Jenn Schott Family of Dean & Alice Cole
Academies, undergoing treatment at a Department of 3 ; ;
Veterans Affairs Medical Center, working in civilian jobs ~ * l_n ‘1‘()_2/" the number of sacraments “'M’mm% for “T\M‘S Commentator _|Lora Sieverding Lora Sieverding (Carol Kirkpatrick Lora Sieverding
for the federal government beyond U.S. borders - and faithful included 1,450 baptisms, 872 confirmations, -

their families. 1,127 first Holy Communions, and 143 marriages.

If you are unavailable for the above ministry assignment, please find your own replacement. Thank you.
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Cluster Parish Announcements November 8, 2025

Bulletin deadline Tuesday at 10:00 am. Contact Lora Sieverding at 319-530-5560,
hillsstjosephfin@diodav.org or Carol Kaalberg at 319-330-5324 or kaalbergc@diodav.org.

St. Joseph Church, Hills.

St. Joseph Food Pantry is open each Wednesday morning from 10 am to noon. Mike and Lucy Parker
direct our food pantry and can be reached at 319-679-2420.
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St. Mary Church, Lone Tree and Nichols

Lone Tree Food Pantry is open each Wednesday afternoon from 3:30-5:00 PM. For more information,
please call 319-629-4900.

Hills Parish Council: Next meeting: November 17, 6:30 PM.

Parishioners are welcome to attend council meetings. Please see a council member if you have agenda
items. Members include: Rick Cole, Kay Evans, Karen Karr, Thom Kirkpatrick, Kristee Malmberg, Shelagh
McDonald, Brian Moran, and Jim Schneider (President). Minutes are at church entry.

Nichols Parish Council & Finance Council: New officers were elected: Adam Gauger, President, Mi-
chael Burlage, VP, Carol Kaalberg, Secretary. Thank you to Kory Kaalberg, who retired as council presi-
dent, but will now serve as treasurer of Finance Council.

Lone Tree Parish Council: Next meeting will be November 15th, following Mass at the church hall. A
light luncheon will be served to all attending Mass that Saturday. Plan to join us for the hospitality.

Rest in Peace: Our parish sympathy is extended to the family of Marvin Simon, who passed away last
week. Marvin is husband to Catie Simon and father of Louella Schneider. Eternal rest grant unto him O
Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him. May his soul and all the souls of the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Rest in Peace: Our parish sympathy is extended to the family of Ann Wieskamp, who passed away last
week. Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon her. May her soul and all the
souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Eucharistic
Adoration
every
Wednesday
6 PM—7 PM
St. Joseph, Hills

Do you know a parishioner, family member, friend, or neighbor who might
have a special birthday, anniversary, illness, hospitalization or even a special
milestone life event or award? Please let Joan Gringer know: 319-679-2406.
Joan will send cards on behalf of the parish to let them know St. Joseph friends
are thinking of them. If you have any extra greeting cards you would like to
donate to Joan, she would love to have them.

LONE TREE & NICHOLS FOOD PANTRY

at St. Mary's Hall located at
120 McKinley Street, Nichols, IA

During November & The Season of Ad-
vent, we will be collecting food items

and non-perishables for our local food
Can goods and donations will be P

collected at the hall and given to the
A West Liberty and
Lone Tree food pantries.

pantry. The need is increasing so we are

asking for your help. Baskets are at both

church entrances for your donations.




