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Dear Padre,

Why must | choose practicing Catholics as my
baby’s godparents?

The Church is clear about the qualifications of godparents:
at least sixteen years old; leading lives of faith; confirmed
and having already received Communion, among others.
(See the Code of Canon Law, 872-874.) “Godparent”
isn't simply an honorary title we bestow on someone.
It’s an important role in a child’s faith life. Parents and
godparents introduce us to Jesus and teach us to pray. We talk to Jesus on our own and learn more about him
through Scripture. Our parents take us to church. We watch their example and that of our godparents. It is the
gradual process of being introduced to Jesus by those who know him that leads us to trust him and have faith
in him. At baptism, a godparent lights a candle from the Easter candle and holds it for the child as the presider
says, “Receive the light of Christ.” That is how faith comes to us: a gift from God, but through other people.
Parents and godparents must have the bright flame of faith in their own hearts if they hope to pass it to the
child.

It is permitted to have only one godparent, fulfilling the requirements previously mentioned, and a special
“witness” who is a person of faith but is not Catholic. ®

Fr. Gary Lauenstein, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
September 28 September 29 September 30 October 1 October 2 October 3 October 4
Weekday Sts. Michael, St. Jerome, Priest ~ St. Thérése of The Holy Weekday Twenty-seventh
Jb 1:6-22 Gabriel, and and Doctor of the Child Jesus, Guardian Angels )b 42:1-3,5-6,  Sunday in
Lk 9:46-50 Raphael, the Church Virgin and Jb 38:1,12-21; 12-17 Ordinary Time
Archangels Jb 9:1-12, 14-16 Doctor of the 40:3-5 Lk 10:17-24 Is 5:1-7
Dn 7:9-10, Lk 9:57-62 Church Mt 18:1-5, 10 Phil 4:6-9
13-14 or Jb 19:21-27 Mt 21:33-43
Rv 12:7-12ab Lk 10:1-12
In 1:47-51

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV

Jesus taught us that in discerning how to help our neighbor, we
must imitate the example of the Good Samaritan, who selflessly
gave of his time and resources to someone whom he had never
previously met.... When we help those in need, especially those
who cannot repay us, we become the Lord’s instruments.

MESSAGE TO FADICA NETWORK, ROME, FEBRUARY 27, 2026

The quotations from Pope Leo XIV are printed with permission, copyright © Dicastero per la
Comunicazione-Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All rights reserved.
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September 27, 2026
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Ezekiel 18:25-28 / Philippians 2:1-11 or 2:1-5 / Matthew 21:28-32

our Parish
COMMUNITY

Do nothing out of selfishness or out of
vainglory; rather, humbly regard others

as more important than yourselves.
PHILIPPIANS 2:3-4

Will You Work in God’s Vineyard?

ANN M. GARRIDO

ost parents can resonate with today’s gospel. Who hasn’t had a child promise to do their chores and then
Mneglect to do them? Or a child who threw a fit when asked to help but then pitched in after all?

Jesus’ parables intend to give clues about a mystery he called the kingdom of God—a revelation about what
the world will look like when God’s dreams for it are realized. We get a good hint that this parable is meant to
be about the kingdom of God because it speaks of a vineyard, and Jesus often compared God’s kingdom to a
vineyard. Vineyards throughout the ancient world were associated with joy and abundance, but they also required
much tending. They needed workers, and that is what God has called us to be for the kingdom.

Jesus observed that those who professed to support God’s coming kingdom often seemed to do little to help
bring it about whereas those who historically had been viewed as resistant to God’s ways were
more receptive to John the Baptist’s preaching—and, we can imagine, Jesus’ message as well. They
were the ones who proved in the end more willing to lend a hand.

The vineyard of which Jesus spoke still requires workers. It still requires people willing to
collaborate with God in gathering the abundant harvest that will mark a season of great joy. We
can imagine that, like any parent, God’s greatest delight would be to have children who say “yes”

LEARN ABOUT
THE AUTHORS
OF OUR PARISH
. COMMUNITY
and then follow through on their word! ®

Reflect

When I am tempted to be resentful, what would be a healthy response?
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"We at St. Mary & Joseph Parishes strive for a AL

deeper encounter with Jesus Christ through
Scripture and Sacraments, form missionary
disciples, and send them forth to transform the
world."

Our Three-Parish Cluster
Sts. Mary and Joseph Catholic Churches
Lone Tree, Nichols and Hills

September 27, 2026

, 201 Short Street, Box B, Nichols, Iowa, 52766 319-330-5324
est Jayne Street, Box 416, Lone Tree, Iowa, 52755 319-629-4225

26th Sunday of Ordinary Time

Church of St. Ma
St. Mary Church, 216

209 Brady Street, P.

St. Joseph Church, 209 Brady Street, PO Box 187, Hills, Iowa, 52235 319-679-2271

Sts. Mary and(goseph Cluster Parish Office

Box 187 Hills, Iowa 52235-0187

Father David Paintsil, Pastor; 319-679-2271; email: paintsild@diodav.org
Mrs. Carol Kaalberg, Pastoral Associate; 319-330-5324; email: kaalbergc@diodav.org

Lora Sieverding, Administrative Assistant & Bookkeeper; hillsstjosephfin@diodav.org

Nancy Waldschmidt, Director of Faith Formation; 319-331-2077; email: nwaldschmidt@gwaea.org
Cluster Website: stsmaryjoseph.com Cluster Facebook: www.facebook.com/stsmaryandjoseph
Rev. Lou Leonhardt (retired priest); PO Box 454, Lone Tree, IA 52755
Bulletin deadline: 10am Tuesday. Contact Lora Sieverding: hillsstjosephfin@diodav.org
Hills Church entry: Lora Sieverding, 319-530-5560

319-629-4339

Music Ministry: St. Joseph, Hills: Haylee Osmonson
Church of St. Mary, Nichols: Jean Mengel and Rhonda Meredith
St. Mary, Lone Tree: Steve Moore.
St. Joseph Prayer Line: Lucille Duwa 679-2404; Joan Gringer 679-2406

In your prayers
please remember the
sick and suffering,
those having surgery

Church of St. Mary, Nichols Prayer Line: Carol Kaalberg, 319-330-5324 and other health
St. Mary, Lone Tree Prayer Line: Nancy Ford, 319-430-0882 issues from our clus-
ter and beyond.

Cluster Mass Intentions September 26 to October 4, 2026 X - -
Atrium , Atrium Village Chapel,
Atrium Village, Hills.
Saturday September 26 |4:00 PM |Lone Tree | Gayle Kaalberg
PP CC, Pionger Park Care Center
Sunday September 27 | 8:00 AM | Nichols Sonny, Karleen, Tom O’Toole [%cr?;%cigglploneer Park Villa,
10:00 AM | Hills Judy Ball
Lone Tree R, St. Mary Rectory in
Monday September 28 | 8:00 AM |Lone Tree R | No Mass Lone Tree.
Tuesday September 29 | 8:00 AM |Lone Tree R | No Mass .
8:30 AM | Atrium Francis Loan Confession Schedule
10:00 AM | PP CC Cluster Parishioners Father David is available to
hear confessions before
Wednesday | September 30 ggg ﬁm 'Iz\on.e Tree R g; ll\'/laSSj dek Mass at these times:
: trium yiiss >lade St. Mary, Lone Tree
Thursday | October 1 8:30 AM | Atrium Pat Greubel Saturday 3:30 to 3:50 pm
10:00 AM | PPCC Martin Warson Church of St. Mary Nichols
Friday October 2 8:30 AM | Atrium Liv & Dec of Draker family Sunday 7:30 FO 7:50 am
St. Joseph, Hills
Saturday October 3 4:00 PM |Lone Tree |[Keith Grothe Sunday 9:30 to 9:50 am
Sunday October 4 8:00 AM [ Nichols Sonny, Karleen, Tom O’Toole Let ue e / % W
10:00 AM | Hills Jack & Rose Marie Ruth and othend!




Cluster Parish Announcements
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Bulletin deadline Tuesday at 10:00 am. Contact Lora Sieverding at 319-530-5560,
hillsstjosephfin@diodav.org or Carol Kaalberg at 319-330-5324 or kaalbergc@diodav.org.

FOOD PANTNRINIES

Lone Tree Food Pantry is open each Wednesday afternoon from 3:30-5:00 PM. For more information,

please call 319-629-4900.

St. Joseph Food Pantry is open each Wednesday morning from 10 am to noon. Mike and Lucy Parker
direct our food pantry and can be reached at 319-679-2420.

PARISH COUNCILS -

e MiNUtes are posted
at all church entries.

Nichols Parish Council & Finance Council:

Next meeting to be announced, as needed.

Lone Tree Parish Council & Finance Council:
the Lone Tree parish hall.

Next meeting will be Monday, September 28, at 6PM in

Hills Parish Council: Next meeting will be Monday, October 19, at 6:30 PM.

Bible Study

Bible Study will meet October 13 & 27 at Atrium Village, 1st floor conference room at 6:30 PM.
Contact Melody Hobert-Mellecker—319-936-3287, call or text — if you are interested, orjust come!

Peace is not absence of conflict; it the ability to

handle conflict by peaceful means.

~

egmmng October 18th.

OCIA

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults

Please contact Fr. David Paintsil or
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Carol Kaalberg if interested.

Eucharistic Adoration
Wednesday,
September 30, 2026.
6 PM-7PM
St. Joseph, Hills

Confessions are available at this time.

Religious Education began September 23, 2026.

Registration forms can be found at our church en-
tries and on our website. Registration is free.

Nancy Waldschmidt, Director of Religious Ed
njwaldl@gmail.com or 319-331-2077

Liturgical Ministers—Lone Tree St. Mary  Saturday 4:00 pm Cycle A Reading
09/26/2026 David 10/03/2026 Lou 10/10/2026 Lou 10/17/2026 Lou Lone Tree Parish Support
Greeter irginia Schlapkohl Bernie Lorack Lynn Bland Mary Ellen & Joel Yedlik  |[Envelopes $1,458.000
Lector Lynn Bland udy Grothe Judy Grothe Lynn Bland Offertory $19.00
Cross Bearer  [loel Yedlik lerry Ford Glen Gerot loel Yedlik Fuel $200
Servers Lynn Bland Sherry Nicola Vill Welter Lynn Bland
Eucharist Carol Kaalberg ludy Grothe Judy Grothe Lynn Bland
Eucharist Lynn Bland [Sherry Nicola Sherry Nicola ISherry Nicola
Collection loel Yedlik lerry Ford Betty Gerot loel Yedlik
Mary Ellen Yedlik Nancy Ford Glen Gerot Mary Ellen Yedlik
Gifts oel & Mary Ellen Yedlik erry & Nancy Ford Betty, Glen Gerot oel & Mary Ellen Yedlik
Commentator |Lynn Bland [Sherry Nicola pill Welter Lynn Bland
Liturgical Ministers—Nichols Church of St. Mary  Sunday 8:00 am Cycle A Reading
09/27/2026 David 10/04/2026 David 10/11/2026 David 10/18/2026 Lou Nichols Parish Support
Greeter \Wayne Mengel Dennis Truesdale Dennis Truesdale Dennis Truesdale Envelopes $800.00
Lector [Tom Barr Rennetta Burlage Carol Kaalberg Missy Lenz (Offertory $65.00
Cross Bearer |Adam Lector Michael Burlage \Wayne Mengel IAdam Gauger Religious Ed $25.00
Server Carol Kaalberg ICarol Kaalberg Carol Kaalberg Carol Kaalberg
Eucharist [Tom Barr leanne Green IAdam Gauger Missy Lenz
Eucharist Carol Kaalberg ICarol Kaalberg Carol Kaalberg Carol Kaalberg
Collection loe Harper loe Harper IAdam Gauger IAdam Gauger
\Wayne Mengel Wayne Mengel Kory Kaalberg Dennis Truesdale
Gifts Kelsi Lampe Lori Leggins Cindy Massey Bruce & Margaret Matt
ICommentator [Carol Kaalberg ICarol Kaalberg Carol Kaalberg Carol Kaalberg
Liturgical Ministers—Hills St. Joseph Sunday 10:00 am Cycle A Reading
09/27/2026 David 10/04/2026 David 10/11/2026 David 10/18/2026 Lou Hills Parish Support
Music Ministry [Haylee Osmonson/Choir |Haylee Osmonson/Choir [Haylee Osmonson/Choir |[Haylee Osmonson/Choir Envelopes $792.00
Greeter Janet Goss Lee & Katheryn Campion [Marcia Mellecker Lee & Katheryn Campion Offertory $47.00
Lector Lora Sieverding Lora Sieverding Mike Waldschmidt Mike Waldschmidt Catholic U $15.00
Emy Rivera, Mike
Server Mike Sieverding Uean Burr, Josh Ayelazuno [Sieverding Uean Burr, Messi Akodegnon
Eucharist -host [Mike Sieverding Mike Sieverding Bob Jenn Kristee Malmberg

Eucharist - cup [Deanne Eden Kay Evans |Arlene Johnston Bob Jenn
Eucharist - cup [Bob Jenn Emy Rivera Kristee Malmberg Mike Sieverding
Collection Mike Waldschmidt Brian Moran Marcia Mellecker IThom Kirkpatrick
Nancy Waldschmidt Mike Waldschmidt Barb Mahanna Uim Mills
lack & Rose Mary Ruth Bob & Renita Rummelhart
Gifts udy Ball family family [family Maynard Rayner family
Commentator [Shelagh McDonald Shelagh McDonald Lora Sieverding Lora Sieverding

If you are unavailable for the above ministry assignment, please find your own replacement. Thank you.
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Rest in Peace: Our parish sympathy is extended to the family of Jim Mills, on the loss his wife, Marilyn
Mills. Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon her. May her soul and all
the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

p

Please join us in the parish hall for coffee and donuts after Mass today.

A donation jar is located at the church entry for cash donations.
Donations will purchase groceries to be used to prepare a meal for
the Catholic Workers House on Sunday, October 25th.

A sign up sheet to help with the meal will — —
be coming in October.

Cash Donation Jar

at church entry for
Catholic Worker
House meal.

Healing Mass
October 3, at St. Joseph, Hills
9:00 AM Confessions
9:30 AM Rosary
10:00 AM Healing Mass

Week of 6 hour adoration will begin
following Mass.

s
e E‘g A JOURNEY WITH MARY ADORATION
t o AND PILGRIMAGE

Adoration times are listed above. Sign up

We are in search of WORKER BEES!

Oct. 10{‘ Are you able to help set up
©. X chairs? Help park cars? Help

serve meals following

Mass? And/or assist with a
variety of set up/tear down
projects Saturday morning?

A sign up sheet is located at
church entries.

at church entries. Pilgrimage to start at
St. Stanislaus at 8 AM, October 10.
Pilgrimage will conclude with Mass with

Bishop Dennis, at the city park in Hills at
11 AM. (RSVP at church entry)

Lunch following Mass.
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ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL
The Annual Diocesan Appeal (ADA) has begun, everyone should have received a mailing from the Dio-
cese of Davenport this past week. The ADA allows the diocese to work together in ways no parish can
accomplish alone. Gifts to the Appeal support the formation of future priests and deacons, faith for-
mation for children, youth and adults, outreach to those in need, and many ministries that serve Cath-
olics across Southeast lowa. Each parish has its own unique gifts, yet together we form one diocesan
family. Thank you for your prayerful consideration and generous support.
Please mail your donation envelope directly to the diocese.

HOLY FAMILY PARISH
St. Joseph Church, 210 11th Street, Wellman, lowa.
Pork Loin & Chicken Dinner, $18/$10 (children 4-10)
Sunday, October 4, 2026
11 AM until 1 PM
Drive thru dinners available. Live Auction at 1 PM. All proceeds for upkeep of church.

OCIA,

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults
% Classes will begin October 18, 2026.
See Carol Kaalberg or Fr. David for more information.

Father Francis presiding at Mass

at Pioneer Park last week.

24th Annual Johnson County 4-H

PAN CAI{E Pray for safe travels for Fr. Lou as

he visits his Canadian family for a

BREAI{FAST couple of weeks.
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October 4, 2026 | 8am - 12pm He will return October 2nd.

Building C, Johnson County Fairgrounds




